To: Devlin, Betsy[Devlin. Betsy@epa.gov]; Elliott, Ross[Elliott.Ross@epa.gov] 

From: Behan, Frank 

Sent: Fri 8/7/2015 3:42:16 PM 

Subject: Have you heard about this mine release? 


From the article below: 


The spill was triggered at 1 0:30 a.m. Wednesday at the mine on the upper portions of Cement 
Creek, about 55 miles north of Durango. The fluid was being held behind unconsolidated debris 
near an abandoned mine portal, the ERA says. The agency called the release "unexpected." 


The mine is owned by Golden-based San Juan Corp., Durango attorney Nancy Agro said 
Thursday afternoon. She said the ERA had been operating at the site for years under an access 
agreement. 


"Upon suspending work last year, the ERA backfilled the portal to the mine," Argo said in a 
statement. "On (Wednesday), while the ERA was removing the backfill from the portal to the 
Gold King Mine to continue its investigation this year, the plug blew out, releasing contaminated 
water behind the backfill." 

At the time of the spill, ERA responders were at the scene evaluating the toxic materials already 
leaking into Cement Creek. 

"There were several workers at the site at the time of the breach. All were unharmed," the San 
Juan Basin Health Department said in a news release. "The ERA recommends that recreational 
users of the Animas River avoid contact with or use of the river until the pulse of mine water 
passes." 


http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci 28595759/ammas-river-contammated-bv-l-million- 
gallons-contaminated 
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